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You might not take it to the shops, but Radical’s 460bhp SR8LM is fully
RI N road-legal, so when it set off for the Niirburgring for an attempt at the

production car lap record, we hitched a ride for the Journey down
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RADICAL AT THE RING

e've been
here before.
Four years
ago Michael
Vergers anid the
Radical ream
obliterated the road
legal production
car lap record ar the
vordschleife, knocking
same 20 seconds off the previous mark. 1 was
there o wimess thie Gimin 555ec run. | also
heard all the subsequent accusations thar the
Radical wasn'ta legmimare road cac 1t was
nothing more than a face car with number
plares cried some, while 2 pumber of German
magazines refused m recognise the time as the
SRS hidn’t been pur through their TUV type
approval est
They did have 4 poioe It war a race car, but
one that had been through the UK's Single
Vehicle Apprroval test, transported o the Ring,
firred with road-legs] Dunlop Diregea ryres and
pointed avthe wrack. The counter arpument
wag that most of the recognised record holders
from the German 91 1 aners were no differenc,
cars fentled 1o such & degree they were vimually
impassible 1o use as @ regular road car .
\.””f-' ol 1]|i\. n !l'.ﬁh- (i ] |.IL' '-'-:H.LL F“EFtiL‘llIJr!".
bathered Radical. The press exposure was
huge, the video of that lap became a YouTube

sensation, and the firm sold a few road cars
MNow, though, it's dme g back, and this dme
Radical 15 determmed o silence the critics
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Thas 15 why | find myself arriving at Radical’s
Pererborough factory at 8am on a thankfully
sunny and warm Augnst mormng Ourside
their offices, receiving a final loving polish, is
the car 1'will be travelling 1o the Niirburgring
in, a Radical SRELM. I bodywork is quite
different to the 2005 car. The aerody namics
have been refined so 1t now has a nose section
not unlike the Peugeor LMP cars familiar from
Le Mans, and this one had been decaled with a
smattering af Union rf-.u:u in whart looks to me
like o twn-fingered salute 1o the old enemy.

“This time Radical
is determined
to silence
the critics’

Vergers arrives in his old Gaolf. As affable and
relaved ad evier, Radical’s rest driver 15 acroally
Durch, bur has been hiving here since he won
the Formula Ford Championship in 1964, so
he's been adopred by both the UK and Radical
After a quick look round the car we climb
aboard, o rask made all the more complicared
for me by a fire extinguisher bottle bolted into
the foorwell ahead of the passenger sear, Onee
i it's comforeable enough, even thoogh it looks
very cosy in the picures. We appear connected

at the shoulder, bur the realicy is that the sears
are angled avay from each other so there's
plenty of space for Vergers 1o operate the
comtrols without bodily conrac

With the key in-and the ignition switch ficked
down, Verge fingers the starmer button and the
2.8-hirre V8 behind vs yelpe inwo life. Built by
Powertec Engineering, which itself is part of
the Radical group, this motor is bigeer and
more powerful than the unit ased last ame
Creared from superbike technology, urilising
the heads, barrels und pistans of the Suzuki
Havabusa's motor, it generares 460bhp at o
heady 10,500rpm while weighing very lintle
The car as 1 whole comes in aran anorexic
ok, giving it a power-to-weight Agure of
68 Thhp,Sron. With every blip of the thromle the
revs rise and fall with the speed of a drum beat.
This is going to be some ride

Verge pulls on the right-hand shift paddie
and there's & hiss of pir and a clunk as the
prievmans system selects first gear in the
long-rarin, six-speed transaxle pearchox. He'll
be using the clurch s we poter through
Pererborough town centre, but out at the Ring
he won't peed it ro flick up and down the _A:E;Lf.“.
In towm it's impossible 10 look inconspicuous
in 4 Radical, s you quickly adapt to being
lIJ:I|IP'L'1J by the camers- |1]Il"I:H.' ‘|Ii:|J.'II1'..|’.'.'.i- anel
wave af anvone @ving you the thumbs-op

I'he nde quality is surprisingly bearable. It a
bit erashy over potholes, bur ar 30mph it skims
the bumps withour jiggling the llings from oy
teeth. The ride height has been rased, because
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e new TVA type approval test,
and as this has Europe mition there will
b less for the erines o

B-roads close

the team are determined thar accusations of the

to the

Eventually we reach the Al, and while I'm

thankful of my decision to wear a crash helmer

I wish I'd p
Irpm the 3
once it’s opened up it gre ream and
shakes your eardrums like a drill 1o vour brain
It's unbearable for anything longer than a
shart blast, but fortun
fire us deep into jailbird so the pain
vt Last long, Mixing it with rrucks
ugh, especially as yo
les o see the road ahead
We stop at the Birchanger Green services an
the M11 near Stansted and discover thar s

Ring the SR8 comes

ramrps cause us no problems, even with my
bulk in the passenper sear. I's much the same
at Dover. We get on and off the ferry unaided,
with just a couple of scrapes when the front
splimer kisses the ramps,

The best part of the journey i ed for
last, On the ¢ close to the Ring we finally

nee to attack the
e, on smooth i;unl:.lr: a8 i1h alt, t|

to experience it 1-.- ph nnivvt
bur also ntterly 1e and it ¢

alive. It's deeply impressive, but also utterly te

gnd race hiere on a regular bas
The onlv dme he has been here since 2003

NEeTous
and unforgiving circuitin the world in a car as
quires not only nerve but also an
e « level of confidence in both the car
and your own ability,

THE FOLLOWING DAY our exclusive
track tme doesn't begin untl 3pm, and the
buzz increases as the crowd grows. Yer Verge
comldn't look more chilled if |'-r. was on holiday.
Wearing a T-2 5 and flip-flops,
he snozes an a dec |.-|u|r in the sunshine as
the rest of the team get nervous for him

As Spm appro he ch 5 1nto the

| wear for the ran: a T-shirt, jeans

glioves, boors and the same helmet lie wore |

s earlier. “It's a road car,' he says when |
et going (0 Wedr 8 Hice SUIL It's the
5 1'd wear for 3 trac y because
rively what this is”

With a multinude of Chasecam video cameras
and niming gear s mped 1o the car,
Verge heads out for his first run: It will only be

ir 0 there will be no full lap nme
ead ir's an oppormunity for him w ch
alance of the car and re-acquaint hims
with the track. Some people say that to be a
specialist driver ut the Ring yonu need to drve

- =k

fying

hut not Ve
was for a couple of laps in & hire car with some
friends about a vear ago
He rerurns complaining of too much
oversteer and smiles as | download the camera
ere were a few tasty video moment
s he hops out. The adustable
]mr.a-. ds |m|-cr'1 are m.--Jlu l.i to improve the
re allowing
'[!lL'Il]:wl'.!ll _
Warchin rd-breaking runs here 15 an
last vear with
5 {evo 113) anc




RADICAL AT THE RING
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WHAT MAKES ey s waiog s, Vet
A RECORD?

roducton cur Mirburgring bip tmes apain. There’s e for ¢ more run before | Wheels

can be pretty confusing. AlthoGgh it is

generally agreed that the cars must be Eventually he returns and when t
m showroom orim and on sandard tyres, there downloaded and tf e Weight [kert)
is no official body that oversees the attemprs Ve % dinary time. Six minutes, _Power-to-weight 68

andl records the tmes There's an added 0 I [ nds. A new record b |l| 4t |.1|

proten e s o o of - R o= m—1 | = “When the data is downloaded

i the sam 0 a JGP'ﬁ..ELT-.’“ tne PLUDNC

s hlL ONLINE | [ evorating *okokkok it reveals an em:aordmary__ 1t

of the tmes are st during industry pool days

Tyres

when it would be cangerous £0 pass the old
Pt oexie ac full sp Accardingly. the lap stars
At e oid e exp and ends just after the
firal corner, missmg oot the 200 metres or so

f th ol ST 0 o e s 0 | SELECTED RING LAP TIMES

doductind oo

TIME VEHICLE DRIVER DATE
G g || Mt SREUM | HidmiVepen | HAg®

Tmin | Isec Gumpert Apalla Sport Florian Gruber 13 Aug 09
srinaniné | DodgevipEsrran AR | Tom G = wASs
7rin 24sec Maserati MCI2 Marc Basseng 15 B OB
Fiin s | PugniTn® FCispor M B C M AsTE
Frin 2bsec Mizzan GT-R Toshio Suzuki 23 Apr 09
Taib e Wiairar Rt oapdod
;:; 5551:.:- . Carertiam R500 Superfight Fobert MNearn 05 jul 00
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adical hasa't been the only one going

ut the Ring recently. Gumpert

= the week before with the
Analle i, in the hands of Flonan
Gruber (a class winner in the 2009 24-hour
race), recorded & tme of Tmin 11, 5sec. That's
a massive | |sec ahiad of the next guickest
supercar, the Dodge Vipar SET-10

The Gumpert's 4 2-litre, ewin-turbocharged

Audl mrgine develops T006hp and 64510 i in
Sport trun, while extra wings front and rear
increass the car's downforce: If you fancy
having a go at beating Gruber's tme yourself, an ek 2| the I

Apolle Sport-can be yours for £390,000 - - . through Briunnchen on i
= - — w3y 10 1 aew lap record




