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TRACK TEST: RADICAL SR8

Radical racer proves

U1Ell has fallen'inlove —with a sportscar. But why exactly

0’Neill ponders how exactly to ask a racing car to marry him

am still smiling.
Motorsport News sent
meto Oulton Park to
raceaRadical SR8afew
weeksagoandIfellin
love that weekend. Thisis
serious— I have been bitten
bigtime.Igogiddy whenI
think about itand get
butterflies inmy stomach.
Isitlegaltomarryacar?

Letme make somethingclear
fromthe start-thisis, without
question, the bestracingcarl
have everdriven.

Usually with amotorcycle-
engined car, youimagine that
itisgoingtobe flimsy and weak.
AndTIhave alwaysthought that
amotorbikeengineisnotan
enginethatshould beinaracing
car. ButIwas in for one hell of
ashock whenIgotintothe
Radical SR8.

The car wasarevelation. The
build quality on the car is very
impressive. The chassis and the
integral parts are well put
together. Itis very clean and pure
engineeringand itis something
they have obviously puta great
deal of thought into. And, best of
all, itis British.

Everythingisparticularand it
isallintheright place, all the
pedals are perfectly setupandall
the buttons are within easy
reach. It was spot on.

Itfeelsalotheavierandalot
more solid thanIimagined before
Igotinthe carand it doesn’tfeel
likeitisgoingtobreak.Soithad

already started weaving itsmagic
on me beforehad even set off
down thepitlane.
ThavedrivenaLigier inthe
VdeV series foraprevious MN
track test soIwas pretty familiar
with the set-up of atwo-seater
sportscar. It was similar to the
Ligier butIthinkitisabitmore
user friendly -and that’s because
Radical is obviously aware that
thekind of people thatdrive them
vary hugely in their build and
alsotheirlevel of ability. They
have abroad customer base and
they need to cater for that, which
they have managed to do well.
Ididn’tstruggle once with
anything.
There’snothing

Most of the car’s impressive grip comes from aerodynamics

It was very, very torquey. The
2.6-litre Powertec motor is two
1300cc Hayabusa engines joined
together and it islovely. When
you pressthe throttle, the thing
feelslike itisnever goingto stop.
Itwaslike whenyouareinacar
withanunlimited revband.

To give you an idea of how
meaty itis, Thadto gettheteamto
putaheadrest behind me because
Icouldn’tdeal with the g-force it
was creating. My neck’s quite
strong when it comes to lateral
movementbutthe acceleration
of the 380bhp thing was stunning.
Itnearly took my head off.

Normally in motorcycle-

engined cars you

“This is the cantreatthe
throttlelikea

complicated to

getyourhead b switch butl
around, there e St c a ' l quickly
weren’tany fuse established that
boxes or h ave eve ' Thad totreat this
anythinglike thinglikel
thattoworry d : 9 would aDodge
about. It was ' I v e n Viper with
plainand ° ® 600bhp. In
obvious, which o N e I l l bike-engined
suitsmejust cars, youcan

fine. Then you fire the thingup
and your heart misses a beat.
Thiswaslove atfirst noise.

Ijust couldn’t believe the
characteristics of theengine.I
thought it was goingto be alittle
revving thing with wheelspin
everywhere and that it would bea
paininthebackside to get it toput
itstraction down. It was quite the
opposite.

0’Neill lined up on pole for both Radical races at Oulton Park

usually go intoa corner then
stamp on a throttle because the
power isabitasthmatic and you
have to wait for that feeling to go
away before it spools up and gets
cracking.

That wasn’tthe same inthe
SR8. You had to feed the power in,
which had the knock-on effect of
makingthe set-up critical
becauseif youhad turn-in

0'Neill: still sporting this grin

LAP TIMES COMPARED

Formula Renault Tom Blomqyist
Radical SR8 Paul O'Neill
Porsche Carrera Cup Tim Harvey
Ginetta G50 Carl Breeze
BTCC Honda Civic

oversteer, you couldn’t just rely
on the switch-like progression

of thethrottle to get you out of
the problem. It was a challenge to
handle, but then any thingthat
you are falling in love with
generally is.

Ithasasix-speed sequential
gearbox. ItisRadical’sown
system,aPowertec unitanditisa
diamond of agearbox. Itisthe
best gearbox I haveever driven in
apaddle shift. The crispness of it
is perfectand it is mated so well
with the engine. It is probably
because Radical builds the
engine and the gearbox as well, so
they are in harmony with each
other. Thereisnojerkinessas
you go up the box and the blip on
the downchange is absolutely
perfect.

Under acceleration, the 680
kilogramme car ate through the
gearslike no-one’s business. My
fingers were zooming around like
Iwasplayinga Rachmaninov
concerto; IthoughtIwas goingto
getrepetitive strain injury onmy
digits. Interestingly, though,
Iwasn’tchangingall the time
because the power band was
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small, because it wasn’t. Therevs
actually dropped quitealot
between changes it wasjust that
the car had phenomenal power.

Tomake you go even more
starry-eyed, it has colossal grip.
The SR8 puts the grip down very
well but you stillhad to be wary
of the throttle because it has so
much power. Youhadtobe
progressive with theloud pedal
andIended updrivingitlikea
big, torquey V8.

The majority of the grip comes
from the aerodynamics. The
chassishas mechanical grip but
itwasn’treally alot. ButI
actually reckon that isa good
thing; if ithas buckets of aero
gripand mechanical grip too
then theracing suffers. Atthe
hairpin and at Knickerbrook, I
had to getthe aerodynamics out
of my mindbecause it wasn’t
working.I wasused to planting
thethrottle inafourth gear
corner like Cascades when it had
stopped movingaround at the
rear but you couldn’tdo that
everywhere.

Atthehairpin, youhadtopress
theaccelerator with just your big
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iple nterir had all the controls where 0’Neill likes them

toe.Thadtobe very gentle with it
otherwise it would startto
oversteer.

Icertainly had to be on my best
behaviour when Iwas driving
this car. It wasready to bite me
back. Because of whatIwas
dealing with, itis the most
respect I have ever shownacar
duringatest. There wasn’tone
millisecond around Oulton Park
that weekend that Iran wide or
made any mistakes because I was
goingatdouble the speed I would
normally be traveling. And all
this from a motorcycle engine.

Radical wants their driversto
getthe most out of the carand
whatInoticed wasthatthe
Radical guys were very
supportive of every driver of
every level. Itis very much a
family atmosphere and they are
outtomake the seriesas good as
they can. Everyone was tryingto
helpeach otherout. It created a
fantasticatmosphere, and that is
what itshould be all about.

Iwould recommend it. The
Radical SR8is one of the best,
best, best carsthat I have ever
driven.Itisone of the only times
ThavebeenoutinacarandI
have been gutted tosee the
chequeredflag.

Youjust wanttokeep driving
itforever.Itis great. It was quick,
itwasfunand it wasachallenge
todrive.

There was nothingI could fault
onthe car. It was the perfect
partner forme.If only...H

Radical provides plenty of support for the drivers in the UK Cup, creating a family atmosphere
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Two poles, hut 0’Neill is
out of luck in the races

Itook part in two rounds of the Radical
UK Cup at Oulton Park to get areal feel for
the SR8inrace conditions,andIloved it.I
managed to score two pole positionsand
getthefastestlap, but the old O’Neill luck
deserted me in theraces themselves.
Oneof thefirstthingsInoticedinthe
wet qualifying session was the stunning
brakes. The four-pot calipers were hugely
effective, and I was braking where I would
onadrylapinatouringcar. They were
amazing.Icould brake so,sodeep intothe
turnsand the steering was direct and

positive in the wet, which gave me the - FULE .

confidence to push hard. \ T “'M .
Theracers were two 40-minute blasts . ¢ ) [ 1

andIhad my caralltomyself (becausel i . :

am selfish) but people can do them with
twodrivers.

You haveto pitduringaset window, and
youfind out when that is on the morning
of therace.If youare on your own,
depending if you area professional or
anamateur, you have tostopforan
extratenor15seconds than the two-
driver pairings.

Ispoketo[ex-Radical racer]
Michael Vergers before therace.I
had toput four brand new tyreson
because wedidn’tscrub them in
duetothe wet qualifying. Vergers
asked Radical UK if they were
tryingtokillme with brand
new rubber. Then I knew it
would beahandful...

Vergersalsotoldmeto
warmthefrontsasmuchasI
couldontheoutlapsol
worked double hard. I
probably had aheartrate
of 195beforeIgottothe
startline.

Myself and Ross
Kaiserstartedonthe
frontrowandImadea
legendary getaway
and cracked on and made surel
pushedashardasIcould. It started to go
wrong when I wentdown to the hairpin
onaboutlapnine. AsIturnedIclippedthe
gearbox and it went up tofourth. Ross
overtook me because of that. We then
went in the pitlane together, butIstalled
itandIcouldn’tgetitstartedagain.

Hands up, my fault—Iwastoo excited
andIcouldn’t waitto getback outthere
andImucked up.Idropped toeighth, butI
gotback tosecond place.

Inracetwolmadeagreatstart.Igrafted
the 12secondlead thatI wanted before I
came into the pits but on the in-lap,
someone spun infrontof meat
Knickerbrook.Iwentonthe grassto
avoid them. g ; {

InaBTCC car you would keep it full | i
throttle even on the green stuff butin this v o
Iwentdown four gears and tootled across
therough stuff.

Itwasn’tmy car and I was being careful
becauseIdidn’t want toland Motorsport
Newswithamassivebill.I1ost 14 seconds
ontheinlap!IlostmyleadandthenI
couldn’tgetitback.

Iregained third place by the end of the
racebutIhad hadaball. They were
themostenjoyableracesIhavehad.
Iwantmore...

- Engine is two bike units

Radical SR8
Price: £83,096 Budget (approx): £980 perround

Engine: Powertec RPA 2.6 litre V8 Power: 380bhp @ 10500rpm
Torque: 225ft/Ibs @ 10500rpm Suspension: Fully-adjustable Nik
system front and rear Brakes: Radical four-pot callipers frontand
rear, 300mm floating disks Glutch: Twin plate

Gearbox: Powertec P-Tec six-speed sequential gearbox with
paddleshift and auto-blipper Wheels: Radical centre lock, cast
aluminium wheels 8in x 15in frontand 10inx 16 in rears Height:
1024mm Length: 4065mm Width: 1704mm Weight: 680kgs 0’Neill had to be inch-perfect

to keep Radical on course




